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Spring Cleaning 
 

 

Have you ever heard a Parent, Sunday School Teacher or Preacher say something like 
the following to a child? “Did you know that there is only one of you? God has made 
only one of you. At no time in the history of humanity will there ever be a person 
created who is exactly like you.”   
 

God loves us so much he made us in his image. This means that God wants us to share 
in the joy of participating in the fulfillment of His will upon the earth. God, our 
heavenly Father, loves it when we make ourselves available to serve as persons who 
embody his purposes upon the earth. 
The prophet, Jeremiah, wrote about this. “Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, 
‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated 
you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.’ (Jeremiah 1:4-5).  
 

At first, Jeremiah, like most prophets, objected to his calling. God persevered. 
Eventually, Jeremiah became the mouthpiece of God. God may not have called you to 
be a prophet; however, He has made you to fulfill unique purposes. I believe God has 
called us together to serve in special ways through this wonderful church family and 
community of faith we call First Church.  

 
 

Ash Wednesday this month places us in the midst of the church season of Lent. The 
word Lent is apparently derived from the Old English lencten, which means 
"lengthen."  It refers to the lengthening of the daylight hours that occurs in the northern 
hemisphere as spring approaches.  It is in this period of transition from late winter to 
early spring that the season of Lent falls.   “Lent” also means to “spring forward” in and 
with our lives. Christians are to use this time to invite God to take our “old creation 
habits and attitudes” and replace them with “new creation habits and attitudes.” This 
happens when we are able to put aside the things that distract us from God and His love 
and take on those things that draw us close to Him once more. It is my prayer that this 
Holy time of year will be a time of hope for us as individuals and as a community of 
faith. Lent ought not to discourage us but enable us to draw closer to the one who calls, 
“Follow me.”  
As the days lengthen and the opportunities to share and care and make a difference in 
God’s world increase, consider the words of this anonymously penned devotional. 
   

Periodically everyone needs to clean their cupboards 
Out dated cans of food that need to be jettisoned 

Packaged items whose date we can hardly make out must go. 
Periodically my soul needs the same cleansing 

That holding of the anger without forgiveness needs to be jettisoned 
The shame and guilt which affects all I do must go. 
Lent calls me to examine the cupboard of my soul 

Memories that still tie me in knots and must be cast out 
Lord let your mercy fall upon me now. 

Lent calls me to look behind the big canister in the cupboard 
Oh no, Lord I have often relished the thought of retaliation 

Lord, you tell me that also must go. 



 

FROM THE DESK OF THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

As we enter the season of Lent, our thoughts should become centered on the Cross 
and meaning it has in our lives.  The music that the choirs will be sharing with you 
will talk about love, mercy, and grace.  Our cantata this year (to be presented on 
Sunday, April 14th at the 11 Am service) is entitled “The Lamb.”  Everything about 
this cantata points to the sacrifice of Jesus through His blood.  It will have some 
familiar hymns woven in with some new pieces.  The composers, Jay Rouse and 
Rose Aspinall, shared the inspiration for this whole work is John 3:16: “For God 
so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should have eternal life.”   
 

WE INVITE ALL WHO WOULD LIKE TO SING THIS WORK WITH US TO 
JOIN US FOR REHEARSALS IN THE MUSIC ROOM ON WEDNESDAYS 
FROM APPROXIMATELY 8:10 PM – 8:30 PM.  For more information, please 
contact Ruth Nelson at 688-8238.  
 

Planning for the restoration and preservation of the HINCKLEY MEMORIAL 
CHIMES continues.  At the present time, we have submitted an application for a 
grant to the DCED (Department of Community and Economic Development) and 
are waiting to hear if we are successful. By mid- summer we should know how 
much more we will need to raise to complete the project.  In the meantime we 
continue to appreciate donations.  Plan now to attend the after church soup and 
sandwich luncheons on March 3rd and April 7th for a time of fellowship.  
Donations will be accepted for the luncheons, and all proceeds will go toward the 
Chime Restoration Fund.  Stay tuned for updates on the project.   

Lord, my cupboard is beginning to look really bare 
Now that I have cast out all these things of which you said, 

“My child, they really must go.” 
Lord, you have amazed me once more with what you asked 

Me to buy from the store and put upon the shelves 
It has been stocked like never before! 

Things which my soul really needs 
Fruits of the Spirit to fill my shelves: Love, joy, peace, 

Patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 
 
Prayer: Grace and honesty this day is what we need O Lord, as we go to the cupboard 
of our souls to see what really must go. Grant us the wisdom to know what to cast out 
and how to replace it so that our souls might be worthy of serving you. Amen. 
 
       Mark 



OUR SYMPATHIES are extended to the following families:    

Fred and Carol Danielson, with the passing of Fred’s brother, Dudley E. Danielson.  
Dudley passed away on Friday, February 1st in Oxford PA.  A funeral service was held 
in Oxford, PA. 
 

Jay Mengel and Lois DeMarco, with the passing of Jay’s mother Helen M. Mengel on 
Monday, February 11th. Helen was from the  Reading, PA  area. 
 

Charlie and Cathie MacKenzie with the passing of Charlie’s brother, James MacKenzie.  
James passed away on Tuesday, February 12th in the Oxford, PA area.  
 

David Griser with the passing of his brother, Robert K. Griser of Lawrenceville. Robert 
passed on February 11th and funeral services were held Thursday, February 14th. And 
David’s sister Sarah,  passed away in Johnstown, PA on February 14th.  A private 
interment will be held in Warren. 

  
  
  

THE CLARION UNIVERSITY CHAMBER SINGERS  

 

For more than 50 years the Clarion University Chamber Singers have been the premier 
vocal ensemble at Clarion University.  Membership into the group, by audition, is open 
to all Clarion University students.   
In the summer of 2016, the Chamber Singers achieved a significant milestone in the 
ensemble’s history by taking third place at the International Choral Competition 
(Eisteddifod) in Llangollen, Wales and also performed community concerts in London, 
England, Stratford-upon-Avon, England, Denbigh, Wales, Killarney, Ireland, and 
Dublin, Ireland.  In March 2017, the Chamber Singers were selected to perform at the 
National Cathedral in Washington, DC as one of four choirs to perform the Prelude 
during the Evensong Services during Lent.   
In December of 2018, the Chamber Singers were again invited to the July 2019 
Llangollen Eisteddfod in  Llangollen, Wales.  With more than 100 choirs submitting 
audition materials, the competition for an invitation was the most rigorous in the 72 
year history of the Eisteddfod.  The Clarion University Chamber Singers were one of 
seven choirs selected to compete in the Youth Choir Competition.  

For the 2019 spring tour, the Chamber Singers will be performing community concerts 
in Bradford, PA,  Erie, PA and Warren, PA and school assemblies at Clarion High 
School, Tidioute Charter School, Bradford High School and Warren High School.  
The ensemble is in its fifth year under the direction of Dr. Stephen Johnson.  The 
ensemble continues its’ musical tradition of performing renaissance motets and 
madrigals but the repertoire has been expanded to include works from a broad range of 
musical periods and genres including contemporary choral works, jazz, folk music, 
popular music and spirituals.  Each fall the Chamber Singers host a Benefit Dinner 
that raises funds for those in need in the Clarion community.  The Chamber Singers 
has also expanded its performance schedule to include numerous special events on the 
Clarion University Campus, public school assemblies and community concerts 
throughout Pennsylvania.  Over the past four years, the Chamber Singers have 
presented community concerts and school assemblies in 29 of Pennsylvania’s 67 
counties. 



  

UNITED METHODIST WOMENS NEWS  
TUESDAY STUDY GROUP-will continue reading “The Book of Joy".  The group will 
meet on March 5th, 19th and 26th at 1:00 PM in the Covert Room. 
 

BOOK CLUB– for the month on March will meet at the home of Audree Ord, 3 Meadow 
Lane on Wednesday, March  6th at 1:00 PM.  New members are always welcome to join 
this fun group of ladies. 
 

ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE - March br ings  Spring Cleaning, so as you are deciding 
what to keep and what to discard, consider the Annual Rummage Sale. The Sale will be a 
week later this year on May  3rd and 4th.  Items may be brought to the upper areas of the 
gym beginning the week of April  8th.  Work on sorting and hanging will begin the week of 
April 22nd. 
 

ANNUAL DAUGHTERS BANQUET-this year’s Banquet will be on  Thursday, May 2nd 
with Punch in the Parlors at 6:00 PM with  dinner to follow in Founders Hall.  Mark the 
date on your calendars for a delicious dinner and fun filled evening featuring fashions from 
the Rummage Sale.  

 

“PARABLES FROM THE BACK SIDE” STUDY 
 

Instead of “giving up” something for Lent, try adding something!  Join us during Lent to 
study the parables of Jesus using a book by J. Ellsworth Kalas.  The description of the 
study from the back of the book reads:  “Kala’s approaches the parables through the 
‘back side’, through a unique starting point, a creative retelling, a new ‘lens’ or the eyes 
of a minor character.  Kala’s creative approach both clarifies basic teachings and 
introduces new possibilities of meaning, even for those who are most familiar with the 
parables”.  The study will begin Monday, March 11th and conclude April 15th. Tawni 
Betts will lead the study on Monday evenings from 7:00 PM-8:15 PM.  Please respond 
to the church office (723-4930) so that enough books can be available for the study.  

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
The following are open dates for Altar Flowers. Please contact the office if you would 
like to place flowers on one of these dates: March 31st, April 7th,  June 30th, August 
11th and October 13th. 

 

 MONTHLY MEMORY VERSE 
2 Corinthians 5:17  

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the 
new is here! 

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS ARE NOW AVAILABLE 
Applications for the Keller Scholarship for the 2019-2020 academic school year are 
now available for graduating high school seniors and currently enrolled college 
students.  Forms may be picked up in the Church Office.  Deadline for ALL 
applications is Monday, April 22, 2019. 



 

  

STUDENT SUPPLY PANTRY — The Warren Area 
High School student supply pantry and closet is in need of 
deodorant for both men and women and body wash/
shampoo combo for men.  If you are able to help with the 
need, please leave in the box in the Covert Room.  Thanks 
for your help! 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD-we will begin collecting items to pack 
shoeboxes this month. Different items will be collected each month and then 
we will have a “Packing Party” in November.  For the month of March we 
will be collecting quality crafts.   Quality crafts run the gamut from hats and 
tote bags to small wooden toys. So if you are a crafter, this month is for you! 

Please drop off your items/shoeboxes in the room across from the main church 
office and mark them for Shoebox ministry.   You may pick up a shoebox to 
pack or supply your own.  The cost to ship the shoeboxes is $9.00 each, if 
paying in the form of a check please mark OCC shoebox in the memo line.   If 
you can help with supplying the items or making a donation to cover this cost, 
it would be greatly appreciated.  
 

REMINDER: Please DO NOT include the following items: Candy, 
toothpaste, gum, used or damaged items, war-related items such as toy guns, 
knives, or military figures, chocolate or food, seeds, fruit rolls or other fruit 
snacks, drink mixes (powdered or liquid), liquids or lotions, medications or 
vitamins, breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers, aerosol 
cans.  

What a wonderful way to share the love and hope of Jesus Christ with a needy 
child in another country. We packed 50 boxes last year! Thank you to all that 
helped with donations, packing, etc.  

 

BIRTHDAY ADDITIONS 
 

Please change the following birthday in your Prayer/Birthday 
Calendar.  Florence Flick, July 16th. If you have a birthday addition or 
correction, please let the office know so it can be added/changed to the calendar. 
 

Calendars are available in the office if you have not yet received one. 
 



FROM THE DESK OF  

THE DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION/NURTURE 

 

 Sunday Morning Study Opportunities at 9:30AM 
 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS– Meets in the Covert Room– is in the midst 
of studying the book “Sitting at the Feet of Rabbi Jesus – How the Jewishness 
of Jesus Can Transform Your Faith” It will be led by Rick Larson & Elsie 
Giegerich.  
 

 

YOUNG ADULTS- Meets in Par lor B-Is studying the book  entitled “Who You 
Are In Christ” by Shane Raynor.   Who You Are in Christ takes a look at how our 
faith in Jesus radically changes who we are and our relationships with God, each 
other, and the world. Using passages from Paul’s New Testament letters, this study 
explores our identity in Christ as well as how our self-perception affects who we 
become and what we accomplish when we choose to live according to God’s ways 
of justice, mercy, and love. 
 
 

Children ages Pre-K – 5 are meeting in Founders Hall for study and activities. 
 
 

Jr. High – Grades 6-8 (led by Anna Bielawski) is meeting in Youth Room. 
 
 

Sr. High – Grades 9-12 (led by Tawni Betts) is meeting in the Office of Student 
Ministries. 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - ATHENS – Paul’s Dangerous Journey to 
Share the Truth! Get ready to explore ancient Athens through the eyes of Paul 
when you attend our COMMUNITY Vacation Bible School program at First UM 
Church, at the corner of Market and Second Avenue, (for children Ages 4– Grade 
5)!! There will be childcare offered to ages 3 & under for children of volunteers. 
Our VBS program is filled with incredible Bible-learning experiences kids see, 
hear, touch and even taste! They’ll also play team-building arena games and learn 
cool Bible songs. So, grab your friends and come to First UM Church beginning 
July 21st through Thursday, July 25th from 6:00-8:15pm. (Early registration will 
begin at 5:30 on Sunday, July 21st ). For more information, please contact Heidi at 
FUMC  723-4930.  

 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, March 19th at 4:30pm. If you’re interested 
in helping in any way, please attend this meeting.  



LOGOS MINISTRY for Children & Youth ages 4 – 12th Grade  

We will be heading into the second semester of LOGOS. We look forward to 
working with your children to grow in their faith and become disciples of Jesus 
Christ. We continue to need parent help with the program. If you can help in any 
way, we would greatly appreciate it. Especially in the Kitchen. Please pray about 
where you feel called to serve! 

“Train up a child in the way they should go, and when they are old, they will 

not depart from it”.  Proverbs 22:6 

LOGOS UPCOMING DINNER THEMES 
 

3/5  Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper – 4:30PM– 6:30PM 
 

3/6 Ash Wednesday – Meager Meal/Family Service in Founders             
Hall beginning at 6:00PM 

 

3/13 LOGOS LIVE – Talent Show in Founders Hall  
 

LOGOS PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS, ETC. 

Our annual Logos Talent Show will be held on March 13th for all grades.  We 
will begin after dinner, approximately 5:30PM-5:45PM. If you would like to 
come for dinner (which is at 5:15PM), please contact Heidi, or the church office 
by Monday, March 11th. 
 
3/20  FORMAL DINNER (St. Patrick’s Day/1st Day of Spring) 

3/27  Girl/Boy Scout Recognition 
 

GRADES 3:10 – 3:30 3:30 – 4:10 4:10 – 4:30 4:30 – 5:15 5:15 - 6:00 6:00 – 6:30 

Pre-K 
 
 
K & 1st 
Grades 

Music/Worship 
Skills 

3:30 – 3:45         
   Snack 
 

3:45 – 4:30  
Bible Study 

  

Craft Recreation/
Games 

Dinner Free Play/ 
Homework 

2nd-6th 

Grades 
   
 
7th –12th 
Grades  
 

Arrival &Snack 

 

         

 

Organized 

Music/ 

Worship Skills 

  

 

Free Time 

Homework  
or  

Asbury   Chimes 
  
 

Shepherding 

Bible Study 

   

 

 

Mentoring 

Dinner Recreation 
or  

Wesleyan 
Handbells 



Get ready for the Annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper sponsored 
by our LOGOS program.  It is being held Tuesday, March 5th from 
4:30-6:30 PM in Founder's Hall. The menu is pancakes, sausage, 
applesauce and jello. The cost is $5.00 for adults and $3.00 for 
children ages 5 & under.  We need parents/students of LOGOS help 
to make this fundraiser a success. If you can help set up, serve or 

clean up please contact Heidi to sign up. This is our ONLY fundraiser so please 
lend a hand!    Take Outs are available. 

 

The Season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 6th Reverened 
Hecht and theWorship Committee are planning a family service 
beginning with a “meager meal” at 6:00 PM (this will include our 
LOGOS families and take place of dinner served at 5:00PM) in 
Founders Hall and including communion and music by the Children’s 
Choirs. Plan now to attend this service with your student/church family.  
Reservations should be made through the church office or Heidi Ketzko (723-
4930) by Monday, March 4th, so that family table seating can be arranged. We will 
need help with clean up following the service.  
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6TH SCHEDULE   

                          3:00 – 3:30                Snack time 
             3:30 – 4:10                Choir 
       4:10 – 4:30         Asbury Bells 
       4:30 – 5:00         Wesleyan Bells 
               4:30 – 5:15                Recreation   

                 5:15 – 6:00                Bible Study 
         6:00 PM - Meager Meal with Service  
      to follow in Founders Hall 

 

EDUCATION BEYOND SUNDAY MORNINGS… 

Divorce Care – Find Help – Discover Hope – Experience Healing! The DVD based 
series features in-depth interviews with leading experts on divorce and recovery topics 
as seen from a biblical perspective. All of these people are deeply committed to help 
you heal. These video seminars are combined with the support of group discussion of 
the materials presented during the video. If you know anyone who’s going through 
divorce or separation, please tell him/her about our DivorceCare program. People are 
welcome to join anytime.  

Meets on Thursday evenings from 6-8pm (contact Heidi for more information).  If you 
are in need of our DC4K (DivorceCare4Kids) program, that program meets at the same 
time as the adults and is available upon request.  



 
MARCH  CALENDAR 

   
 
 
 

3 
8:00 am Service of Word & Sacrament 
9:30 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Disciple building Worship Service 
                COMMUNION 
NOON Soup & Sandwich Luncheon/Hinckley  
             Chime Restoration Project 
6:00 pm-7:30 pm UMYF Jr. High, Everts Room 
7:00 pm-8:30 pm UMYF Sr. High, Everts Room                          

4 
 
 
 

5 
8:30 am-11:15 am Preschool 
1:00 pm Staff Meeting, Parlor B 
1:00 pm Study Group, Covert Room 

2:15 pm-3:00 pm Handbell Ensemble 

4:30  pm-6:30 pm Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, FH 

5:30 pm-6:30 pm Covenant Group 
6:00 pm GS Leaders, FH 

6:30 pm –7:30 pm Epworth Handbells 

 
 
 
 

10 
8:00 am  Service of Word & Sacrament 
9:30 pm  Sunday School 
11:00 am Disciple building Worship Service 
6:00 pm-7:30 pm UMYF Jr. High, Everts Room 
7:00 pm-8:30 pm UMYF Sr. High, Everts Room                          
              

11 
 
 
6:00 pm Girl Scout Troop, Basement 

 

 
 
 
 
 

12 
8:30 am-11:15 am Preschool 
1:00 pm Staff Meeting, Parlor B 
NO Study Group 
2:15 PM Handbell Ensemble 

5:30 pm-6:30 pm Covenant Group 
6:30 pm-7:30 pm Epworth Handbells 
7:30 pm Madrigal Handbells 

 
 
 
 
 
 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

17 
8:00 am   Service of Word & Sacrament 
9:30 am   Sunday School 
11:00 am Disciple building Worship Service 
6:00 pm-7:30 pm UMYF Jr. High, Everts Room 
7:00 pm-8:30 pm UMYF Sr. High, Everts Room 

18 
 
 

19 
8:30 am-11:15 am Preschool 
1:00 pm Staff Meeting, Parlor B 
1:00 pm Study Group, Covert Room 
2 :15 pm Handbell Ensemble  

5:30 pm-6:30 pm Covenant Group 
6:30 pm-7:30 pm Epworth Handbells 
 
 
 
 

24 
8:00 am   Service of Word & Sacrament 
9:30 am   Sunday School 
11:00 am Disciple building Worship Service 
GS Pinewood Derby Car Pickup FH 
6:00 pm-7:30 pm UMYF Jr.  High, Everts Room 
7:00 pm-8:30 pm UMYF Sr.  High, Everts Room 

25 
6:00 pm-7:00 pm Girl Scout Troop, Basement 
6:30 pm Church Council 

 

26 
8:30 am-11:15 am Preschool 
1:00 pm Staff Meeting, Parlor B 
1:00 pm Study Group, Covert Room 
2 :15 pm Handbell Ensemble  

5:30 pm-6:30 pm Covenant Group 
6:30 pm-7:30 pm Epworth Handbells 

31 
8:00 am   Service of Word & Sacrament 
9:30 am   Sunday School 
11:00 am Disciple building Worship Service 
6:00 pm-7:30 pm UMYF Junior High 
7:00 pm-8:30 pm UMYF Senior High 

  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY 



 

  1 
 
Noon Senior Citizen Lunch 

2 

6 
6:45 pm Men’s Breakfast 
8:30 am-11:15 am Preschool 
8:45 am Covenant Group, Mark’s Office 

1:00 pm Book Club 
3:10 pm LOGOS, Breakfast Club/Pajama night 

3:10 pm Cherub Choir 
3:30 pm Aldersgate Choir 
4:10 pm Asbury Hand chimes 
4:30 pm Wesleyan Handbells 
6:00 pm Ash Wednesday Meager Meal   
              w/ Service to follow 
NO Madrigals 
7:30 pm Chancel Choir 

7 
8:30 am-11:15 am Preschool  
1:00 pm Watercolor Painting Class 
6:00 pm DivorceCare, 2nd fl., Side Rm 
 
 
 
 

8 
 
Noon Senior Citizen Lunch 
6:30 PM Girl Scout Lock In FH/Gym 

9 

10:00 AM Girl Scout Lock in  

          ending                    

 

13 

6:45 pm Men’s Breakfast 

8:30 am-11:15 am  Preschool 

8:45am Covenant Group, Mark’s Office 

3:10 pm LOGOS,  PI Night 

3:10 pm Cherub Choir 

3:30 pm Aldersgate Choir 

4:10 pm Asbury Hand chimes 

6:00 pm Wesleyan Handbells 

6:30 pm Madrigals 

7:30 pm Chancel Choir 

 

 

14 

8:30 am-11:15 am  Preschool 
1:00 pm Watercolor Painting Class,  
6:00 pm  DivorceCare, 2nd Fl. Side Rm. 
 

15 

Noon Senior Citizen Lunch 

 

 

16 

 

20 
6:45 pm Men’s Breakfast 
8:30 am-11:15 am  Preschool 
8:45am Covenant Group, Mark’s Office 

3:10 pm LOGOS, Formal Dinner, St Pat’s/1st Day Spring 

3:10 pm Cherub Choir 
3:30 pm Aldersgate Choir 
4:10 pm Asbury Hand chimes 
6:00 pm Wesleyan Handbells 
6:30 pm Madrigals 
7:30 pm Chancel Choir 

21 
8:30 am-11:15 am  Preschool 
1:00 pm Watercolor Painting Class 

6:00 pm DivorceCare, 2nd fl., Side Rm. 
 

22 

Noon Senior Citizen Lunch 
 
4:00 pm—8:00 pm GS Pine Wood               
Derby 
 

23 

1:00 pm-8:00 pm GS Pinewood 
Derby 

27 

6:45 pm Men’s Breakfast 
8:30 am-11:15 am  Preschool 
8:45am Covenant Group, Mark’s Office 
3:10 pm LOGOS,  Girl/Boy Scout Recognition 
3:10 pm Cherub Choir 
3:30 pm Aldersgate Choir 
4:10 pm Asbury Hand chimes 
6:00 pm Wesleyan Handbells 
6:30 pm Madrigals 
7:30 pm Chancel Choir 

28 
8:30 am-11:15 am  Preschool 
1:00 pm Watercolor Painting Class 
6:00 pm DivorceCare, 2nd. Fl., Side Rm.. 
 

29 
 
Noon Senior Citizen Lunch 
5:00 pm Private Wedding Rehearsal 
 

30 
Private Wedding/Reception 
Sanctuary/FH 
7:00 pm Clarion Chamber Singers 
8:00 pm Reception, CCS, Parlors 

    

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 



 

 

 
 

 

 

First United Methodist Church-Warren 

 PRAYER CORNER 
 

Cont. from: Seven Reasons to Pray   by Dan Hayes 

6. A PREREQUISITE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING 

You are probably beginning to get the message (I’m sure getting it!) that 

prayer might be the most multi-faceted gift of devotion which the Lord has 

bestowed on humanity. This sixth reason underlines that truth: prayer is the 

necessary prerequisite to sweeping spiritual awakening. 

We are indebted to Him for providing in two freighted verses (II Chronicles 

7:13,14) a précis of all God says on this subject in the entire Word of God: “If 

I shut up the heavens so there is no rain, or if I command the locust to devour 

the land, or if I send pestilence among My people, and My people who are 

called by My Name humble themselves and pray, and seek My face, and turn 

from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin, 

and will heal their land.” 

As I say, this is a précis, a summary of the rest of God’s teaching on the 

subject of spiritual awakenings or revivals -- those times when God enters 

time and space in such obvious ways that masses of believers became stalwart 

and committed, and multitudes of unbelievers crowd into the Kingdom of 

God. 

Such manifestations have occurred numerous times in Biblical and post-

biblical history. Yet every time they occur, one clear progenitor has existed. 

Somewhere, there has always been a group, or many groups, who have given 

themselves to fervent, consistent, persistent prayer for the very purpose of 

cleansing from sin and the reviving of the Body of believers and the 

conversion of the lost. J.  



 

 

Edwin Orr once said that “every revival in history could be traced to find at its 

source a group of people gathered for prayer.” 

Something about such group prayer breeds honesty, openness, and humility. 

Usually this group is the first to be struck by God’s awesome, yet gracious 

presence. Then revival spreads through and beyond them to the reaches of the 

church, community, or campus. Examples abound. 

At Yale University in 1905, prayer meetings began to multiply. A faculty 

member was so impressed that he sent John R. Mott a letter in which he 

wrote: “We want you to come to Yale for a series of meetings... The Spirit of 

God is here with us in power... I have never known a time when there were so 

many inquirers.” 

The result of those meetings was an awakening in which one third of the Yale 

student body were involved in small group Bible Studies. K. S. Latourette 

goes on to write that the class of 1909, who were freshmen in 1905, produced 

more missionaries than any other class in the history of Yale. 

The key? Humility, repentance, and persistence in prayer. These are what we 

need today to lay the foundations through which God can manifest His Person 

in powerful ways. As we pray, we experience change which revives us. Then 

we become the seeds of revival to change those around us. 

As the concentric circle enlarges, awakening spreads more broadly and 

quickly. And all of this is the fruit of prayer. What a wonderful reason to pray 

-- to see the resultant awakened church, campus, city, or country. May we be 

driven to our knees to pray for such a reality of His presence. 

 

https://www.cru.org/us/en/blog/spiritual-growth/prayer/seven-reasons-to-

pray.6.html 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
                                    In Memory     Given By 

 

March 3rd  Noble Clark & Elsiemay Draper Cheryl Clark Roberts  
 
March 10th Arthur (PaPa)  Lane   Eric, Kim, Erik, Grady &             
                                                                                               Attie 
  
March 17th Chester Devereaux    Cheri Devereaux 
   Kenneth & Eleanor Deemer  The Michael Crone Family 
     
March 24th In Honor of Alyssa Morrison’s  Heidi & Hannah Ketzko 
                                            Birthday   
 
March 31st  Open 

 MARCH USHERS 
 

 CAPTAIN:  Gary Kell 

  USHERS: Rusty Blodgett Tom Lobdell 
        Ted Morrison  Bill Tucker 

 

                                     MARCH  2019 

March 3rd    FD:  Lucy Nelson PLD:   

March 10th  FD:  Lucy Nelson PLD:   

March 17th  FD:  Lucy Nelson PLD:   

March 24th  FD:  Lucy Nelson PLD:   

March 31st   FD:  UMYF  PLD:  UMYF 



MEN’S BREAKFAST SCHEDULE 

March  2019 

 

  LEADER         COOK 

  March 6th   Brent Casey   John Crone        

  March 13th  John Crone   Paul Yourchisin  

  March 20th  Don Dorn   Mark Hecht 

        March 27th  Paul Yourchisin  Dave Oberg    

 

8:00 AM PIANISTS 

   March 3rd  Ruth Nelson 

   March 10th  Lynn Waterfield 

   March 17th  Nettie Swart 

   March 24th  Cathy Peterson 

   March 31st  Micky Sandberg 

 

ACOLYTES FOR MARCH 

March 3rd  Graham Carr   Sophie Olson 

March 10th  Evan Swanson  Nathan Stahlman 

March 17th Kayla Giambrone  Jayna Baldensperger 

March 24th Niko Usher   Lilly Newton 

March 31st Delaney Yourchisin Ellie Lobdell  



       DEADLINE 

The deadline for the APRIL Newsletter will be March 12, 2019. 
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