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       D E A D L I N E  
 

The deadline for the SEPTEMBER Newsletter will be AUGUST 19TH, 

2019. 

  
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

I read an article recently that noted that American Christians are less likely to 

share their faith with others than they were 25 years ago. In 1993, 9 out of 10 Christians 

agreed with the statement, “Every Christian has a responsibility to share their faith.” 

Today, only two-thirds agree - a 25-point drop.  

For a variety of reasons we are not as comfortable with sharing our faith story as 

we once were. Much of this, I suspect, is due to the increasing secularization of the 

world in which we live as well as the increasing divisiveness of the denomination we 

relate to. In short, we have spent so much time lifting up and fighting over the things 

we disagree about, that we have failed to follow through on sharing the “good news” 

that should be available to all that there is a God of love out there (and IN HERE) that 

desires to be a part of everyone’s life. 

 Friends, we worship and serve a God who is able, in spite of the mess we 
make in our personal lives and life in the institutional church, to reach others with good 
news that changes lives. The question is, do we desire to be a part of God’s plan or will 
we simply continue to get in God’s way? I would like to suggest four ways that we 
might consider helping God reach others.  

 

Be Sincere: The late comedian George Burns once said “The key to success is 
sincerity. If you can fake that, you’ve got it made!” Finding a sincerely genuine 
person is a challenge these days. So many are creating an image in public and 
never showing any faults or mistakes.  We spend so much time pretending to be 
something we are not, that few if any really know us for who we are. Work at 
being honest with others about who you are and whose you are. It may take time 
for us to grow confident enough to do this, but it is worth it. 

Pray Daily: Prayer is one of the most important things a Christian can do. It’s 
impossible to know someone if you don’t spend time with them. Prayer is an 
opportunity to spend time with God. To really understand the heart of God, you 
need to pray.   The deeper the relationship becomes, the more time you want to 
spend with God. Additionally, prayer changes us. When we spend time with God, 
He is working to change our heart to be more like His. The more time we spend 
with Him, the more we are like Him. Our habits and lifestyles change. We no 
longer live a self-centered life, but one that is focused on others with a pure and 
sincere heart. Prayer changes us inside out. 

 

 



 

Be Honest: Honesty is the best policy is definitely true when striving to be an 
approachable Christian. Just as being genuine is a major factor, so is the life of 
honesty. Abraham Lincoln once wrote, “Resolve to be honest at all events; and if, in 
your own judgment, you cannot be an honest lawyer, resolve to be honest without 
being a lawyer. Choose some other occupation.” Do you want to be one of the most 
respected, highly thought of people in your community? Follow the example of 
the man thought of by many as the greatest American who ever lived. Honesty 
should be the bedrock of your foundation, as it will define who you are before you 
even allow others to know more about you. 

Approach Others:   To be approachable means you must be willing to approach 
others as well. You must be willing to step up to the plate and approach someone 
and speak to them. Open yourself up to someone else and create a sense of 
openness. Being approachable means we must not pretend to be something we are 
not. Instead it means allowing others to see Christ at work in us. Being able to 
give an answer concerning the hope that is in us (1 Peter 3.15) implies that 
someone is going to ask us about our hope. Going further, for them to ask us, they 
are going to approach us. Our lives should be lived in such a way that we are 
approachable Christians. 

  
Yes, my friends we live in a broken world and often fall short in serving our 

amazing God. But we still have great news!  Despite our current circumstances, at 
the center of our faith is still the person of Jesus Christ, the One who holds all things 
together. 

 
In the Book of Acts, we read the account of how a fledgling faith rises up, and 

despite great hardship, direct ploys to silence the disciples, and tremendous 
persecution, the new believers would not be quiet. Today, 2000 years later, the Great 
Commission has not changed. Then, as now, Jesus commissions us to go and tell 
others about God’s great love. The apostle Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians that “we 
have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God 
and not from us” (2 Cor. 4:7). 
 
 

I encourage you to look for opportunities to live out your faith and life in Christ 
and share His “Good News” with others! 

        Mark 



 

FROM THE DESK OF THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
 

It’s not too early to be thinking about the fall music opportunities at First UM Church.  Please 

read through the choir and ensemble offerings and contact Ruth Nelson, Music Director, at 688-

8238 with any questions. 

CHANCEL CHOIR is for  adults and young adults who are enter ing grade 8 or older.  

There is no audition for this group, and the requirements include an excitement for Christ 

and a willingness to lead worship on a weekly basis.  Rehearsals are Wednesday evenings 

from 7:30 PM to 8:30 PM in the Music Room.  THIS CHOIR WILL KICK OFF THE 

SEASON WITH A FAMILY PICNIC at the home of Mark and Ruth Nelson, 60 Werner 

Drive, Russell, on Wednesday, September 4th, at 6:00 PM.  Meat, beverages, and paper 

products will be provided.  Please bring a dish to share and your families. 
 

ALDERSGATE CHOIR is par t of the LOGOS ministry, but you do not need to join 

LOGOS to sing in this choir.  This group is for children in grades 1 – 6 and meets each 

Wednesday after school.  Watch for more details as some changes in time may be coming 

due to the LOGOS schedule. 
 

ASBURY HANDCHIME CHOIR is a beginning handchime group.  Children who are in 

grades 2 and older are eligible for this choir.  It will also meet on Wednesdays with time to 

be determined again according to the LOGOS schedule.  Children learn the basics of 

music in this group – note value, rhythm, and some note reading.  No previous musical 

experience is required. 
 

WESLEYAN HANDBELL CHOIR is an advanced child and youth handbell group.  It 

also meets on Wednesdays with the time to be determined based on the LOGOS schedule.  

Children must have completed basic skills in the ASBURY Choir or demonstrated 

adequate musical skills for this choir.  Please talk to Ruth Nelson if interested in this 

group. 
 

EPWORTH HANDBELL CHOIR is an adult handbell group that meets Tuesday 

evenings from 6:30 PM to 7:30 PM.  Rehearsals for this group will begin on September 

17th.  We have an opening for a ringer.  Qualifications include having a basic 

knowledge of music and some music reading skills.  If interested, please contact Ruth 

Nelson, 688-8238. 
 

HANDBELL ENSEMBLE is an ensemble of adult r ingers that are available to provide 

programs during the day in the community.  This group rehearses Tuesdays from 2:15 PM 

to 3:00 PM.  Rehearsals will begin on September 17th.  We also have an opening in this 

group.   
 

MADRIGAL HANDBELL is a small group of r ingers who rehearse the second Tuesday 

of each month from 7:30 PM – 8:30 PM and generally play the following Sunday.  

Rehearsals for this group will start on September 10th.   



HELPING OUR CHILDREN (HOC) 

Thank you to all the individuals that supported the efforts of HOC (Helping Our Children) this 

past school year.  In the three schools that we service (Warren Area Elementary, Beaty Warren 

Middle, and Warren Area High School), we distributed over 80 pairs of sneakers, 35 filled 

backpacks, approximately $650 in classroom snacks, numerous school supplies, 28 

Thanksgiving Food Boxes, 27 winter coats, hats, and mittens, and many, many articles of 

clothing.   

Teaching staff is overwhelmed by what we are able to do, and parents and children are grateful.  

We did not have to turn down any requests this past year due to your wonderful generosity and 

support.  It is time to be looking ahead to the 2019 – 2020 school year.   

We have posted our share of the needed sneakers for this year on the bulletin board across from 

the office.  If this is a need that interests you, please take a sneaker off the bulletin board, sign 

your name beside the corresponding number on the sheet, shop, and return your sneakers 

to the office or Covert Room box with the paper sneaker taped to the box or bag by Sunday, 

August 11th.  In addition to sneakers, we are also collecting school supplies:  Crayola 24 

crayons, glue sticks, colored pencils, #2 pencils, colored markers, pencil boxes and zippered 

pouches, three ring binders, binder paper, spiral notebooks, pocket folders, pens, etc.  Please 

leave all school supplies in the box in the corner of the Covert Room.  If you have questions 

about any of this, please contact Molly Loughlin (779-2462) or Ruth Nelson (688-8238.)   

 

ACOLYTES NEEDED 

Calling all youth who are in grades 5 through 12 who are willing to serve Christ and our church 

as an acolyte for our worship services.  Youth generally are assigned to 4 – 6 times per year.  

Responsibilities include lighting and extinguishing the candles, collecting the offering and 

prayer cards, and any other way that the Pastor needs help.  Training is provided.  If interested, 

please contact Ruth Nelson at 688-8238. 

 

USHERS STILL NEEDED 

We are still in need of additional ushers to fill our usher teams.  Teams are assigned 

responsibilities 2 – 3 months of the year.  No experience is needed but a willing heart and a 
welcoming attitude are requirements.  Please call Ruth Nelson at 688-8238 or the church office 
to volunteer. 

 

 
      Ruth Nelson 

  



LOGOS MINISTRY  
 Children & Youth ages 4 – 12

th
 Grade  

 

See below for registration/parent meeting information.  As always, we look forward to working with your 
children to grow in their faith and become disciples of Jesus Christ.  

 “Train up a child in the way they should go, and when they are old, they will not depart from it”.  
 Proverbs 22:6 

 

 HEY KIDS AND PARENTS!  
OUR LOGOS MINISTRY WILL BE STARTING BACK UP AT FIRST UM CHURCH  

for Children & Youth ages 4 – 12
th

 Grade in September!! 
 

I'm really excited about getting things going again. Plans are forming for another GREAT year at 
LOGOS. There will be a Registration and Parent Sign up on Aug 4th at the Warren Car Pool from      
5:45 PM -7:45 PM during the All-Church Family Picnic. If you’re planning to attend this event, please 
bring a dish to pass and a chair for comfort. Come out for some fun, food and great fellowship! Your 
parent(s) presence is essential to enroll you and sign up for a responsibility in the program.  
  

If you can’t come to the Pool Party, please plan on attending the Parent Meeting, for ALL parents 
enrolling a child and signing up for a duty in the program, on Tuesday, Aug. 20th at 6:00 PM in Founders 
Hall, on the 2nd floor.  Children MUST be enrolled prior to Sept. 11th so that an accurate count can be 
sent to the schools for transportation and plans can be made for programming.  
 

If your child can’t participate in the full program, they can attend just the music portion, which is the 
Cherub and Aldersgate Choirs or our youth handbell choirs. Please contact Ruth Nelson, music director, 
for more information on these choirs.  
 

Please contact Heidi (723-4930) for more information on the LOGOS program.  
 

Our LOGOS Ministry will begin Wednesday, Sept. 11th, 3:30 PM-6:30 PM. 
 

EDUCATION BEYOND SUNDAY MORNINGS… 
 

Divorce Care – Find Help – Discover Hope – Experience Healing! The DVD based series features  
in-depth interviews with leading experts on divorce and recovery topics as seen from a biblical 
perspective. All of these people are deeply committed to help you heal. These video seminars are 
combined with the support of group discussion of the materials presented during the video. If you 
know anyone who’s going through divorce or separation, please tell him/her about our DivorceCare 
program. People are welcome to join anytime.  
 

There are 13 sessions, which meet on Thursday evenings from 6-8pm (contact Heidi for more 
information). Childcare is available upon request.  If you know anyone struggling with divorce/
separation, please contact Heidi Ketzko (723-4930) through the church office. The next session 
begins on  September 19th, 2019. 
 

GRADES 3:10 – 3:30 3:30 – 4:10 4:10 – 4:30 4:30 – 5:15 5:15 - 6:00 6:00 – 6:30 

Pre-K 

 

K & 1st 
Grades 

Music/Worship Skills 3:30 – 3:45 Snack 

 
 

3:45 – 4:30  
Bible Study 

  

Craft Recreation/Games Dinner Free Play/Homework 

 

2nd – 6TH 
Grades 

   

7-12 

 

Arrival and Snack 

  

  

        Organized 

 

Music/ 
Worship Skills 

  

 

 Free Time 

 
Homework 

or  
Asbury Chime 
 

 

Shepherding 

 

Bible Study 

  

  

 Mentoring 

 

Dinner 

 
Recreation  

or  
Wesleyan Handbells 



 FROM THE DESK OF THE DIRECTOR OF  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION/NURTURE  

 
SHOEBOX MINISTRY–For the month of August, we will be collecting school supplies. 
Remember they have to be small enough to fit into the shoebox along with other  items. 
Also, just a reminder that NO toothpaste or candy can be included in the shoe boxes due to 
customs issues. The list for the year is on the bulletin board across from the church office. 
Please drop off your items in the room across from the church office and mark them for 
Shoebox Ministry. The packing party will be on Sunday, November 17th following the 11:00 
AM  worship in Founders Hall. There will be a light lunch prior to packing.   
                             

 

ALL CHURCH FAMILY PICNIC /  POOL PARTY  
 

                At Warren Municipal Pool - Everyone is invited                      

                 Sunday, August 4th, 2019         5:45 – 7:45 PM                                     

      ***We will also be offering LOGOS Registration*** 
 

    MENU: Chicken 

Drinks and table service will be provided. 

Please bring a dish (with something in it) to pass and a chair for comfort.  

 

 COMMUNITY CONCERT AT SOLDIER AND SAILORS PARK 
Sponsored by: First UM Church 

Jerry and Friends will be performing a concert for the community on Saturday, August 24th, 
2019 from 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM. Come spend an acoustic evening with Jer ry Johnson 
formerly of Taylor Made and the Blues Junkies (and part of our Chancel/Madrigal Choirs). 
Music and fun for ALL ages. Including free food/refreshments. Jerry will also be our special 
music on Sunday, August 25th at the 10:00 AM worship service. Come enjoy a musical 
weekend – you won’t be disappointed!  

 

 

RALLY DAY IN FOUNDERS HALL  

On Sunday, September 8th at 9:30AM, David Crone (son of Shir ley & John Crone) will 
be our special guest doing a program for children & adults of ALL ages. David has been 
performing on stage for more than 30 years. “His unique perspective on life, incredible 
ventriloquism skills, and cast of crazy characters combine to create a program like no other. 
From pure comedy entertainment, to highly customized serious messages on leadership, 
service, and living life on purpose, David leaves the audience ready to take on their next big 
challenge with renewed energy, and best of all, joy and laughter. Everything he does is driven 
by his personal mission statement: Making the world a better place, one laugh at a time.” 
Please mark your calendar with the above date. You won’t want to miss our kick-off to the 
fall program season. There are many things planned to make this day a wonderful event for 
everyone. We will be having a picnic in the side yard following worship that day. We will be 
grilling hot dogs/burgers and supply the drinks and table service. Please bring a dish to pass 
and maybe some yard games to play. Also, bring a chair to sit in. ALL are welcome - Let’s 
make this a great start to our program year!  



Rev. Hecht’s new book titled: 

 Family, Friends and Faith: Lessons I Have Learned 

After years of suggestions and nudging, I have finally responded to the promptings of 

others and gathered together a collection of messages to share in book form. As 

Christians we are on a journey and our journey is not alone. We cannot grow in faith 

without others sharing theirs with us along the way. This collection of stories and 

messages remind us of the ways our lives are influenced and transformed as we walk 

together in faith! 

Included are stories of my childhood and those who nurtured me in the faith, as well 

as the stories of my wife and our children whose faith we have attempted to nurture. 

It is my prayer that in reading about those who have influenced my faith, others 

might be reminded of those who have helped to form theirs.  

In this book you will: 

· Learn timeless life lessons that pertain to anything from home-life to church-  
   life. 
· Develop an appreciation for the ordinary life events through which God  
   works. 
· Grow as you navigate questions that accompany each section of the book. 
 

Books are available for purchase for $15.00 in the Church Office. 

OUR SYMPATHIES-are extended to Cheri Harrington and husband Tom, as 
well as their children, Christian, Seth and Tommy.  Cheri’s father, Ralph 
Fitterer, passed away Thursday morning, May 30th.   
 

And Nick Johnson, his wife Carla and Seth & Amanda with the passing of 
Richard Sampson, Nick’s step-father.  Rich passed away July 1st, 2019. 

 ALTAR FLOWERS 

Please contact the office if you would like to place Altar flowers on October 13th, 

2019.  For 2020 we have the following dates available: January 19th,      March 

8th, April 5th, April 19th, May 31st and August  16th. 

COLLEGE STUDENTS—Freshman, remember to return your Church  Mouse surveys 

to the office before you leave for school so your mouse can support you throughout the 

school year and older students let us know your new address.  If you need a new 

form  contact the Church Office.  Have a Great School Year!!!  If you would like to be a 



UNITED METHODIST WOMENS NEWS  
 

 

BOOK CLUB will have a picnic lunch on Thursday, August 8th at the 
Crone Cabin.  Cars will leave the church at 11:30 AM.  Mark your 
calendars now for this event. 

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT-Peter William Riddle, was born on June 

22nd.  Congratulations  to Parents Bill and Sophie (Dorn)  Riddle, 

Grandparents David and Caroline Dorn, and Great-grandparents Don and 

Brita Dorn and Carmen Culbertson.    

CONGRATULATIONS– to Christian Olson and Lexie (Gee), they were married 

Saturday, July 13th in Ellington, NY.  Christian is the son of Todd and Jennifer 

Olson and Grandson of Kathy Olson.  

 

         
 

Beginning this month, those entering  Sixth Grade this year, are welcome to join 

the UMYF Mystery Dinners on Wednesdays at 5:00 PM.  Contact Jason Wood @ 

1-716-485-6959 or jwood@firstumwarren.com for more information. 

CREATIVITY CIRCLE-is looking for new members.  This circle has the privilege 
of decorating the church throughout the year.  No experience is necessary, just an 
interest in helping make our church beautiful during the various seasons of the year.  
We do not have monthly meetings at this time.  Please contact Dorothea Park at  

726-0686 or Molly Loughlin at 726-1893.  

ALLIANCE STAMP MINISTRY– reports that $16,000.00 has been raised since 
the beginning of 2019.  Pat Campbell sent in 1,886 stamps last week.  Thank you 
for turning in your stamps.  



A U G U S T  

     

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4                    
 
8:00 am   Service of Word & Sacrament 

9:00 am   Young Adult Sunday School, Parlor B 

NO 10:00 am Service at FUMC 

10:30 am  Community Worship Service, SLT 
5:30 pm   All Church Picnic, CAR Pool  
 

5 
 
 

6 
 
1:00 pm Staff Meeting, Parlor B 
5:30 pm Covenant Discipleship Group, Covert Room 

11           
 
8:00 am   Service of Word & Sacrament 
9:00 am   Young Adult Sunday School, Parlor B 

10:00 am Disciple building Worship Service 
 

 

12 
 
 
 
 
 

 

13 
 
1:00 pm Staff Meeting, Parlor B 

5:30 pm-6:30 pm Covenant Group, Covert Room 

6:30 pm Worship/Witness Committee Meeting, Parlor B  

 
 

18 
 
8:00 am   Service of Word & Sacrament 
9:00 am  Young Adult Sunday School, Parlor B 

10:00 am Disciple building Worship Service 
 

19 
 
6:00 pm Audit Committee Meeting, Covert Room 

20 
 
1:00 pm Staff Meeting 
4:30 pm Nurture Committee, Covert Room 
5:30 pm-6:30 pm Covenant Group, Covert Room 
6:00 pm LOGOS Parent Meeting, F.H. 
 

25 
 
8:00 am   Service of Word & Sacrament 
9:00 am   Young Adult Sunday School, Parlor B 
10:00 am Disciple building Worship  

26 
 

27 
 
1:00 pm Staff Meeting, Parlor B 
5:30 pm-6:30 pm Covenant Group 
 

SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY     

EVANGELISM LEADER’S TRAINING- The Conference Evangelism Team is holding an Evangelism Leader’s 

Training (ELT) event in the Kane District.  A maximum of fifteen persons from the district will participate in a two-

week course September 2-13th on evangelism using an online educational platform.  The course will be completed 

at home with time flexibility.  Following the online course, the 15 students will attend a one-day, on-site practical 

training at Warren First UMC September 21st.  The day will focus on leading a local church Evangelism Team.  

John and Christine Zimmerman of About Face Church Outreach will facilitate all the training.   

Cost is $60.00 per student.  Online course, on-site class, meal and all materials included.   



   
 

 

  

1 
 
 
4:00 pm UMYF at Sharing Place, 1st   
              Presbyterian Church 
6:00 pm Communications Meeting,  
              Covert Room 
 

2    
 
Noon Senior Citizen Lunch 

3 

 

7 
 

6:45 am Men’s Breakfast 

        L: Brent Casey  C: John Crone 

8:30 am  Camp Forget Me Not-Hospice 

                Entire 2nd Floor/Gym 

8:45am Covenant Group, Mark’s Office 

 

 

8 

11:30 am  Book Club Picnic Lunch, 
                 Crone’s Cabin 
 

9 

Noon Senior Citizen Lunch 

 

 

10 

 

14 
 
6:45 am Men’s Breakfast 
        L:John Crone  C:Jon Carlson 
8:45 am Covenant Group, Mark’s Office 

 

15 
 
 

16 
 
Noon Senior Citizen Lunch 
 

17 

  

21 

 
6:45 am Men’s Breakfast 
        L:Jay Mengel  C:Mark Hecht  
8:45am Covenant Group, Mark’s Office 
 

22 
 
 

23 
 
Noon Senior Citizen Lunch 
 

24 

7:00 PM  
CommunityConcert   

 w/ Jerry & Friend        
Soldiers & Sailor’s Park 

28 
 
6:45 am Men’s Breakfast  

         L:Don Dorn  C:Brent Casey 

8:45am Covenant Group, Mark’s Office 

29 
 
 

30 
 
Noon Senior Citizen Lunch 

31 

WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY  

    

C A L E N D A R  



First United Methodist Church-Warren 

 PRAYER CORNER 

 
PSALM 80: PRAYING FOR REVIVAL 

By Steven J. Cole, April 18, 2013 

 

Continued Part 2-  

 Psalm 80 reveals three things that will help us pray more earnestly for [revival]: 
 
1. We will pray more earnestly for revival when we sense our desperate need. 

God sometimes puts His people in difficult places so that they will see their desperate need and cry 
out to Him. Psalm 80, oozes with the urgency of the psalmist’s appeal, stemming from his 
realization of the desperate situation. God’s people have been fed the bread of tears (80:5). They 
have drunk tears by the bowlful (80:5, NIV). Their neighbors contend against them and laugh them 
to scorn (80:6). They are being plundered by all that pass by (80:12). They are like a vine burned 
with fire and cut down (80:16). So they desperately need God to restore and save them. We can 
apply this by noting two reasons that we desperately need revival: 
 
A. WE NEED REVIVAL BECAUSE OF THE POWERFUL ENEMIES THAT SEEK TO DESTROY US. 

In Israel’s case, their need for restoration and salvation were both physical and spiritual. They 
needed physical safety from enemy nations that threatened to annihilate them. But they also needed 
to turn from idolatry and religious syncretism back to the worship of the one true God. 

 

In terms of physical enemies, the north had either just fallen or was on the verge of falling to the 
brutal Assyrian army. They later surrounded Jerusalem and were on the verge of conquering the 
south before God destroyed their entire army in response to Hezekiah’s prayer. 

 

Scholars do not agree on the reasons why the psalmist asks God to stir up His power “before 
Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh” (80:2). Joseph and Benjamin were the only sons of Rachel; 
Ephraim and Manasseh were Joseph’s sons. They were the dominant tribes of the ten tribes of the 
north, but Benjamin was united with Judah and was spared in the Assyrian deportation.  

 

Perhaps Benjamin is mentioned here because Ephraim and Manasseh in the north had already fallen 
and Benjamin was geographic buffer between the north and the south. Whatever the explanation, 
God’s people always were threatened by powerful enemies that sought to wipe them out. 

 

In a similar manner, the church has always been threatened by the powers of darkness that seek to 
annihilate her. Sometimes the enemy has exterminated the church in entire regions, such as Turkey 
and North Africa. First Peter 5:8 warns us, “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the 
devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.” If we kept in mind our 
vulnerability to this powerful enemy, we would pray more earnestly for God to stir up His power to 
revive us. 

javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d


  

B. WE NEED REVIVAL BECAUSE OF THE POWERFUL SINS THAT OFTEN ENTANGLE US. 

The psalmist mentions (80:4) that God was even angry with the prayers of His people! The Hebrew 
literally says that He was smoked with them! There is only one reason that God would be angry 
with His people’s prayers, namely, that they were tolerating sin in their lives at the same time that 
they were asking Him to deliver them from these enemies. God promised that if they humbled 
themselves, turned from their wicked ways and prayed, He would heal their land (2 Chron. 7:14). 
He hadn’t gone back on His promise. The problem was, the people had not humbled themselves 
and turned from their wicked ways. God’s vineyard had only produced worthless grapes (Isa. 5:1-7). 
They needed revival to bring them to genuine repentance for their many sins. 

 

One mark of genuine revival is that God’s people awaken to a new and deeper sense of their 
sinfulness before Him. Through the Word, the Holy Spirit convicts them of sins that they have been 
brushing off as no big deal. Maybe they’ve excused their sins by saying, “We’re under grace!” Or 
they’ve minimized their sins by comparing themselves with those who are worse sinners. In his 
excellent book, Revival ([Crossway Books], p. 41 [see, also, pp. 101, 156-157, 231]), Martyn Lloyd
-Jones says, 

 

“When you have a revival you see men and women groaning, agonizing under the conviction of sin. 
They are so conscious of their unworthiness, and their vileness, that they feel that they cannot live. 
They do not know what to do with themselves. They cannot sleep. They are in an agony of soul.” 

 

We also need to note that although we now may enjoy God’s blessing, that does not guarantee the 
future. Israel had once experienced God’s blessing. The psalmist rehearses (80:8) how God had 
brought them out of Egypt, drove out the nations, and planted them in the Promised Land. For a 
while, under David and Solomon, they flourished and spread out even as far as the Euphrates River 
(80:11). But from that glorious past, they had now fallen into the grim description we read here 
(80:12, 13, 16). They needed revival because they had become entangled in the sins of the pagan 
nations around them. 

 

That describes the church in America! Once the church had a powerful influence in this country. 
Although many of the founding fathers were not born-again Christians, they were greatly 
influenced by the Bible. They incorporated biblical truth into the founding documents. George 
Washington said, “Religion [he meant Christianity] and Morality are the essential pillars of civil 
society” (cited by Iain Murray, Revival & Revivalism [Banner of Truth], p. 114). 

 

But in the past forty or fifty years, the church’s influence in America has been decimated. We are 
laughed at as hypocrites (which is often the truth!) or castigated as intolerant and ignorant. Much of 
this has come upon us because we are not much different than the pagans around us. We need 
revival because we’ve become entangled in sin. Without revival, we will perish at the rebuke of 
God’s holy countenance (80:16). The church’s desperate need should motivate us to pray more 
earnestly for genuine revival. 

 

https://bible.org/seriespage/psalm-80-praying-revival 
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AUGUST 
ALTAR FLOWERS 

 

 

August 4th          Community Worship Service at Struthers Library Theatre 
 

August 11th Mr. & Mrs. James B. MacKenzie    Dr. & Mrs. Charles E. MacKenzie 

August 18th In honor of Larry &Molly     Brian, Kari and the boys 
           Loughlin’s, 50th  Anniversary 
 

August 25th Anne & Eugene Simmons     Their Family 
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         CAPTAIN:  Gary Kell 
 

                        USHERS:  Russell Blodgett        Tom Lobdell 

                    Ted Morrison        Bill Tucker 

 G R E E T E R  S C H E D U L E                                           
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   Front Door    Parking Lot Door 

August 4th  Community Worship Service at Struthers Library Theatre 

August 11th Mary Jo Zubrod   Rick & Dawn Larson 

August 18th Mike Hawley & Barb Hill Heidi Ketzko 

August 25th UMYF    Mark & Ruth Nelson



MEN’S BREAKFAST SCHEDULE 
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           LEADER             COOK    
   August 7th    Brent Casey    John Crone  

         August 14th        John Crone         Jon Carlson  

         August 21st        Jay Mengel         Mark Hecht 

         August 28th        Don Dorn         Brent Casey 

 

A U G U S T  

8:00 AM PIANISTS 

 
 

  August 4th  Michele Sandberg  

  August 11th Cathy Peterson 

          August 18th Michele Sandberg  

  August 25th Ruth Nelson     

 

ACOLYTES FOR AUGUST 
10 AM SERVICE 

 

August 4th  None-Community Worship Service, Struthers Library Theatre 

August 11th  Chris Gardner  Ian Montour 

August 18th  Judd Demers  Tage Wyman 

August 25th  Jayna Baldensperger Delaney Yourchisin 
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LAST SWING GOLF SCRAMBLE-Event sponsorships are due by August 5th.  Checks are 
payable to Wesley Woods and sent to Glenwood UMC, 2931 Myrtle St.,  Erie, PA  16508.    
 
For additional information contact:  Tournament Chair Rev. Matthew Judd-724-316-2631; 
pastor@glenwoodumc.org.  
 
 
Sponsorship forms are available on the information tables at the Sanctuary Doors.   Watch for more 
details in the coming weeks.  
  
Please consider partnering with a sponsorship to help with the upcoming season.  
 
This event will be held on September 7th at Riverside Golf course in Cambridge Springs, PA.  
 

 

C;RE (CORE) SUICIDE PREVENTION PROJECT, 14 HOLE GOLF SCRAMBLE  
 

New date and time.  
  

Sunday, August 25th at 3:00 PM at  Blueberry Hill Golf Course, Registration is preferred by 
August 19th. Contact Kari Swanson @ 814-779-0767 or Blueberry Hill Golf Course @ 814-757-
8620, or register the day of event from 2:00 PM—2:45 PM. 

 

WACKY GOLF is for anyone wanting to have fun on the golf course and support a great charity. 

 

Each hole will have 1 WACKY event.  

 

$60.00 per person ($240.00 for a 4 player team) fee includes: Green and Cart fees and Dinner.  
$20.00 per person to join us for dinner. 

  

See “People in the News” bulletin board in the office hallway for more information.  


